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A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
BY DR. DAVID KESELMAN, CEO

Hello and welcome to this edition of the Snider Schmooze. Hard to believe but summer seems

and feels so far away, while the chill has been felt in the air, I do hope that the celebrations of the

Jewish holidays, as well as Thanksgiving, have and are bringing some warmth with it, if not

physically, at least spiritually. Everything has taken on a different meaning with COVID and yet

we must try to weather the changes and maximize what we can. 

The holidays, Jewish and otherwise, always seem to bring a heightened awareness to what is

really important to us as human beings, including, but not limited to, our families, friends, self-

awareness, and keeping healthy and happy. It is hard to imagine that we have been “living” with

COVID for almost 2 years now. Many are discussing a new normal, while others are still trying to

understand what ever happened to the old normal. Most importantly, regardless of the new or

old normal, taking care of self is utmost important, physically and mentally. Being away from

family and friends is not easy under any circumstances.

On October 18th, we held the first open Town Hall forum and invited family members and

residents to dial in, share thoughts, ideas, feedback, and ask questions. It was rather successful,

very interactive and the ability to connect in real time with others was quite refreshing. Minutes

from the Town Hall will be shared to updated and inform those who were not able to participate

gain a sense of appreciation to what took place. We will be scheduling these town hall meetings

every 2 months, as per the request of the attendees and I hope that these will provide an

opportunity for others to connect as well. Please watch out for the zoom invites and I look

forward to connect with as many of you as possible.

All the while we continue to focus on delivering quality and safe care, not without its challenges,

we have been able to over come the recent Covid outbreak at the LBHH, thanking our staff for the

hard work and our families, board, community, and foundation for the generous support during

such hard time. Despite COVID we have been able to keep our focus on our journey towards

becoming a centre of excellence. 

A reminder that our Accreditation survey is planned for May 2022, and what seemed so far away

is literally around the corner. As we continue to forge ahead, review, revise, update and enhance,

we continue to need more and more help and support in preparing the organization, expecting

best outcomes. 

If you are willing and able to help, let us know. Feel free to contact Meghan

(mgoudreau@louisbrier.com) or Renan (rpassatore@louisbrier.com) for more details and

information. 
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SPIRITUAL CARE CORNER
BY HAZZAN ROB MENES, CHAPLAIN

The joyous Jewish holiday of Chanukah starts at the end of November (comprising most of the

month of Kislev), but there are a number of important days for recognizing and commemorating

the people and events that have impacted our lives earlier in the month. November 9th marks 83

years since Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, which signaled the beginning of the Holocaust

and overt ruthless anti-Semitism. Jews have suffered pogroms for hundreds of years, but this

attack on Jews across Germany, Austria and Czechoslovakia initiated an open acceptance of

persecution. It was as if the government gave permission to express baseless hatred, and,

unfortunately, we see that happening again around the world. Remembering Kristallnacht is not

simply about recording a terrible event. Rather, it is about learning the implications of the

government rhetoric, the danger of the violent expression of hatred, and the need to vigorously

advocate for peace and security.

Following Kristallnacht, we commemorate the date for the '"remembrance for the men and

women who have served, and continue to serve our country during times of war, conflict and

peace"; particularly the First and Second World Wars, the Korean War, and all conflicts since then

in which members of the Canadian Armed Forces have participated.' While initially instituted for

the remembrance for those who died in the First World War, we now use it as a broader occasion to

honor all those defending the nation. This has particular significance for religious communities,

since Canada represents a haven where all faiths can safely engage in spiritual fulfilment. 

On the Snider Campus we will be honoring those who have passed away in our community during

the last 7 months in a Memorial Service. The service, which will be on November 23rd, will be

streamed over the Internet to enable families to participate, while residents will gather in the

Wosk Synagogue. We are not simply reading a list a names of people with whom we have no

connection. No, these were members of our family, people we lived with and cared for. People

with whom we cried and laughed. For many of us living on, it is time for closure to our grief at their

passing. It is a time to remember that their lives mattered, they made a difference. 

Finally, on the evening of November 28th, we light the first candle for Chanukah, the Festival of

Lights. It is well to remember that the miracles that we celebrate are only matched by the

miraculous lives that have paved the way for us, in these days, at this time. 
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F A M I L Y  C O U N C I L
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RECREATION 
B Y  T H E  L O U I S  B R I E R  R E C R E A T I O N  T E A M

The Recreation team has reset after the

COVID -19 outbreak and have adjusted staff

schedules to accommodate evening programs

Monday-Thursday. 

Activities in the evening are happening at 7-

8pm in the Homeside Lounge and include:

Monday – Evening Spa 

Tuesday – Karaoke Night

Wednesday – Evening Schmooze

Thursday – Broadway at the Brier with

Chaplain Rob

The Recreation Team encourages Residents

and companions to drop by and join in in the

fun!
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RECREATION continued
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S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  1 T H E  V O I C E

Recreation would also like to
thank the Vinegar family for
dropping off a large donation
of beautiful wedding flowers.
The Residents were absolutely
thrilled and had an enjoyable
time rearranging the flowers to
make gorgeous bunches for the
home. 

The Recreation team would like to give a heartfelt “Thank You”
to Katia Fermon and the Richmond Jewish Day School for
dropping off a generous donation of apples and pears from the
school’s orchard. We appreciate the kind gesture and look
forward to connecting with students when it is safe to do so.

C O P Y R I G H T  P O R T A L  T E C H  2 0 2 3

Generous Donations

RECREATION continued

Thank You!
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Kristallnacht: The Night of Broken Glass

The name Kristallnacht ("Crystal Night") comes from the
shards of broken glass that littered the streets after the
windows of Jewish-owned stores, buildings and
synagogues were smashed. Rioters destroyed 267
synagogues throughout Germany, Austria and in parts of
German-occupied Czechoslovakia. Over 7,000 Jewish
businesses were damaged or destroyed and 30,000 Jewish
men were arrested and incarcerated in concentration
camps. This event marked the beginning of the
unconscionable atrocities of the Nazis against Jewish
people and the Holocaust. It is important for all of us to
remember.

To observe Kristallnacht, Recreation will be streaming the
Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre’s Kristallnacht
Commemoration Service at 7:00pm on November 4th. We
will also be hosting a Holocaust Survivor Speaker, Miriam
Dattel, over Zoom on November 8th for all residents and
staff, as well as a special in-house commemoration on
November 9th.

Commemorative Days

Remembrance Day: We Will Remember

On Remembrance Day, we acknowledge
the courage and sacrifice of those who
served their country and acknowledge
our responsibility to work for the peace
they fought hard to achieve. Recreation
will be honouring veterans who
volunteered, sacrificed, served, fought,
and died, for our freedom during a
Remembrance Day ceremony on
Thursday, November 11th.

For questions and concerns, 
contact us:
recreationleaders@louisbrier.com

RECREATION continued

Lest We Forget





Updates
Duration : September 4 to October 4, 2021
Units Affected : Home Centre and Home West
# of positive residents = 22
# of positive residents passed away = 6
# of positive staff = 10
# private companion = 1

Per VCH definition, an ESP is called if one long term care
staff person diagnosed with COVID-19 has worked in the
facility during the infectious period, without high –risk
exposure to residents or staff.
Hospital East and Hospital West : October 4 – 17, 2021
Special Care Unit (SCU): October 17 – 31, 2021 (end date
will officially be declared by the Medical Health Officer);
ESP status extended to Hospital East on October 21, 2021.

1. COVID-19 Outbreak

2.  Enhanced Surveillance and Precaution (ESP)

The Quality and Risk Assessment Team screening
employees, companions, and visitors.

I P A C
I N F E C T I O N  P R E V E N T I O N  A N D  C O N T R O L

The Visitation Assistants assisting  the Rapid Antigen
Testing.

3. Vaccination
(As of October 27, 2021)

4. Hand Hygiene Compliance Audit
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HUMAN RESOURCES 
LBHH&WR "CHAI Honours - Recognition Tree Program

The “CHAI Honours” Recognition Tree Program is a Recognition Program intended for anyone who
wishes to recognize any individual (Employee, Companion, Family Member, etc.) that embodies the 
 LBHH&WR “CHAI” Values.

“CHAI " is the Hebrew word for LIFE. Individuals who contribute to the spirit of LBHH & WR's "CHAI" are
represented through the placement of a Recognition Certificate on our Recognition Tree Mural.
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HUMAN RESOURCES 
LBHH&WR "CHAI Honours - Recognition Tree Program

continued
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HUMAN RESOURCES 
LBHH&WR "CHAI Honours - Recognition Tree Program

continued
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HUMAN RESOURCES continued

The “Louis Brier LIFE Day” is intended for everyone to demonstrate their pride in Louis Brier Home and
Hospital & Weinberg Residence and everything that we stand for - our Mission, Vision and Values – and to
celebrate CHAI (LIFE)!

We will be celebrating “Louis Brier LIFE Day” on the 18th of every month! 

We encourage everyone wear their new LBHH Royal Blue Outfit and/or blue clothing/accessories to
demonstrate their pride in the exemplary care we provide to our Residents and patriciate in some fun
activities to celebrate CHAI (LIFE)! 

Louis Brier LIFE Day - The 18th of EVERY Month

Do you have any questions, comments, suggestions or concerns regarding the
HR content above? 

If so, please email HR@louisbrier.com and tell us what you think.
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To make your contribution to the Louis Brier Jewish Aged Foundation,

Visit our website: thelouisbrierfoundation.com
Or call or email us at: (604) 261-5550 | foundation@louisbrier.com

 

https://thelouisbrierfoundation.com/donation-form-2/


NURSING

As we are striving to become a Centre of Excellence and continue to
innovate, we are excited to pilot the Agartee technology in Home West
on November 15, 2021/

The Agartee SMART devices will assist with early identification, timely
intervention, enhanced collection of data ready for analysis. ABOUT AGARTEE

 
Based in Vancouver, British

Columbia, Agartee is a
Agartee is a digital health

platform for real-time
monitoring for automatic

symptom monitoring. 
 

Agartee empowers people
to achieve healthier

lifestyles through intrinsic
motivation, continuous

education, and
personalized feedback. 

 
They do that by providing
smart, internet-connected

devices and behavioral
science, combined with

digital/human coaching.
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NURSING continued
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NURSING continued

Flu Vaccine Clinic for Staff and Companions
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NURSING continued

COVID-19 Booster Shot for Residents
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Marlon Yago - Housekeeping Aide
Narinder Somal - Food Services
Kamalpreet Kaur - RN
Ehlgine Santiago - Accountant
Patrick Ansay - Health Care Support Worker
Narayani Gelias - Food Services
Farrah Reyes - LPN
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COMPANION PROGRAM

LOST AN ITEM?

We are here for you! Did you know that
Louis Brier Home & Hospital  and Weinberg
Residence offer an in-house Companion
Program? We understand the needs of your
family and loved-ones and we are here to
assist in enhancing their personal and
social well-being. Our in-house companion
program provides added quality support at
a reasonable rate. For more information,
please contact:

Myla Carpio-Pelayo
Companion Coordinator
Ph: 604-267-4688 
E: mpelayo@louisbrier.com

Over the last six months, Reception has received a variety
of items that range from watches, gloves, eye glasses to
wallets and keys. If you or your family member has lost an
item, please provide a description of the item to Human
Resources to claim.

Items not claimed by the 15th of the month will be donated
to Jewish Family Services.

@LouisBrierBC Louis Brier
Home and Hospital

@LouisBrierHome @Louis_Brier

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Want to contribute to the newsletter?
Email communications@louisbrier.com for details.
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